CHY4U

Formal Essay

Writing Your Essay

When writing the formal essay component of the course-culminating assignment for CHY4U1 it is suggested that you follow the “Keyhole” format for essay writing. The “Keyhole” essay begins with a thesis paragraph which is followed by a series of paragraphs in which you develop an argument in support of the position you have established in the thesis. Finally, you summarize your successful argument in a concluding paragraph.

The thesis paragraph should introduce your topic, narrow the focus of your paper, and present your thesis. The thesis should establish a very specific topic, the position you will defend throughout your essay, and an area of investigation (see p. 50 of Research Success @ Your Library). 

Please highlight the thesis in your final copy. 

In the body of your essay you will develop your argument to defend the position you have established in your thesis. You should take care to order your ideas to make your argument as persuasive as it can be (without sacrificing historical accuracy). It is highly recommended that you follow the point/proof method of presenting and developing supporting points in your argument. You should also take care to ensure that one paragraph naturally leads into the next. Do not abruptly halt a train of thought to begin another. This impedes the flow of your essay and leaves your audience feeling disjointed.

The conclusion of your essay should summarize your main points and illustrate the success of your argument. The summary should take place without repeating the thesis and should not read like a checklist of accomplishments. While your thesis paragraph began by introducing the topic in general terms your conclusion should begin by focusing in on the specific – that is, the successful defence of your thesis.
Formatting Your Essay
For the purpose of this essay you will use a modified version of the MLA Title Page found on page 57 of Research Success @ Your Library.

Beginning on the second page of your essay, your name and the page number should appear in the upper right hand corner of the page. Any ideas that are not your own should be footnoted.


Your ‘Works Consulted’ page should present all of the sources used in your research in alphabetical order following the format established on pages 73-78 of Research Success @ Your Library.
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Name: _______________________
Formal Essay  - An Enlightened Figure

	Categories
	Level 4

80-100%
	Level 3

70-79%
	Level 2

60-69%
	Level 1

50-59%

	Knowledge & Understanding

The essay reflects thorough knowledge of the topic examined.

The essay reflects thorough understanding of the concepts, ideas, etc. explored. 
	-demonstrates

thorough knowledge

of content

-demonstrates

thorough understanding

of content
	-demonstrates

considerable knowledge

of content

-demonstrates

considerable understanding

of content
	-demonstrates

some knowledge

of content

-demonstrates

some understanding

of content
	-demonstrates

limited knowledge

of content


-demonstrates

limited understanding

of content

	
	9.6   9.2   8.8   8.5   8.2
	7.8   7.5   7.2
	6.8   6.5   6.2
	5.8   5.5   5.2

	Thinking

The final product is the result of careful planning and revision.

Appropriate evidence is effectively selected to support the argument.  
	-uses planning  skills with a high degree of effectiveness

-uses critical

thinking processes

with a high degree

of effectiveness
	-uses planning skills with considerable effectiveness

-uses critical

thinking processes

with considerable effectiveness
	-uses planning skills with some effectiveness

-uses critical

thinking processes

with some effectiveness
	-uses planning skills with limited effectiveness

-uses critical

thinking processes

with limited effectiveness

	
	9.6   9.2   8.8   8.5   8.2
	7.8   7.5   7.2
	6.8   6.5   6.2
	5.8   5.5   5.2

	Communication

The student’s ideas are effectively organized and the argument is convincingly supported using the point/proof method.

All of the conventions of formal academic style and of the discipline are adhered to.
	-expresses and

organizes ideas

and information

with a high degree

of effectiveness

-uses conventions,

vocabulary, and

terminology of the

discipline with a high

degree of effectiveness
	-expresses and

organizes ideas

and information

with considerable effectiveness

-uses conventions,

vocabulary, and

terminology of the

discipline with considerable effectiveness
	-expresses and

organizes ideas

and information

with some effectiveness

-uses conventions,

vocabulary, and

terminology of the

discipline with some effectiveness
	-expresses and

organizes ideas

and information

with limited effectiveness

-uses conventions,

vocabulary, and

terminology of the

discipline with limited  effectiveness

	
	9.6   9.2   8.8   8.5   8.2
	7.8   7.5   7.2
	6.8   6.5   6.2
	5.8   5.5   5.2

	Application

The student’s thesis paragraph effectively introduces the topic and develops a position, the thesis contains all of the required elements, and the conclusion effectively illustrates a successful argument.

All research is effectively implemented and cited according to MLA guidelines.
	- applies knowledge and skills in familiar

contexts with a high degree of effectiveness

-transfers knowledge and skills in familiar

contexts with a high degree of effectiveness
	- applies knowledge and skills in familiar

contexts with considerable effectiveness

-transfers knowledge and skills in familiar contexts with considerable effectiveness
	- applies knowledge and skills in familiar

contexts with some effectiveness

-transfers knowledge

and skills in familiar contexts with some effectiveness
	- applies knowledge and skills in familiar

contexts with limited effectiveness

-transfers knowledge

and skills in familiar contexts with limited effectiveness

	
	9.6   9.2   8.8   8.5   8.2
	7.8   7.5   7.2
	6.8   6.5   6.2
	5.8   5.5   5.2
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Were the Witch-Hunts in Premodern Europe Misogynistic?





Begin thesis paragraph here …


… end of first page.
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Be sure to use 2.5 centimetre margins, size twelve font, and …  








“… you must tell readers that you have borrowed the material, and from where you have borrowed it.”1





… double-space your work throughout your essay.


_______________


1Gauntley, Tim, et al. Research Success @ Your Library: A Guide for Secondary Students. (Toronto: Toronto District School Board, 2005) 56. 
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A student whose achievement is below Level 1 has failed to meet the expectations for this assignment.











