CHY4U
An Enlightened Gathering

The Enlightenment was a period and a movement which built on seventeenth-century science, skepticism in matters of religion, and a heightened appreciation for the culture of classical antiquity. Intellectuals of the Enlightenment believed that human behaviour and institutions could be studied rationally, like Newton’s universe, and that their faults could be corrected. The participants of the Enlightenment believed that the application of these ideals could make men and women more rational, tolerant, and virtuous. While the Enlightenment had adherents across the Western world, its capital was undoubtedly Paris; its salons in particular hosted the exchange of ideas that eventually formed an ideology of progress and freedom that government censorship could not suppress. 
In this activity, you will assume the role of a significant figure of the Enlightenment. In a 17th Century Parisian salon – “Maison 221” – you will explain your character’s principal ideas and their impact upon the period through an exchange with the other principal thinkers of the day. You must bring with you at least one of your character’s works – a primary source – on which you may include points for discussion and exchange. Throughout the salon you are encouraged to circulate and enter into discussion and debate with as many of your contemporaries as possible. You are not, however, to talk to more than two people at any one time.
At the end of the salon you will be given time to complete a reflection questionnaire that you will submit before you leave.
Guest List

Representing the Arts (Literature, Poetry, Drama, Visual Art, Music, & Architecture) 

Jonathan Swift, Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, Fanny Burney, William Wordsworth, Friedrich von Schiller, Jean-Baptiste Poquelin (Moliere), Johann von Goethe, Jacques-Louis David, Theodore Gericault, Francisco de Goya, jean-Baptiste Greuz, Élisabeth Vigée-Le Brun, Franz Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Christopher Wren, Jacques-Germain Soufflot
- over -

Economics, Politics, & Philosophy
Adam Smith, John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, Thomas Jefferson, Francois Voltaire, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Pierre Bayle, Mary Wollstonecroft, Hapsburg Emperor Joseph II, Denis Diderot, David Hume, Immanuel Kant
Science & Nature
Francis Bacon, Pierre Bayle, Rene Descartes, Isaac Newton, William Gilbert, William Harvey, Robert Boyle, Madame du Châtelet, Jason Priestly, Antoine Lavoisier, G. L. Buffon, Baron d’Holbach 
Prior to the salon you must complete and submit the following:

Prepare and submit a three to four page paper which reviews the ideas of your Enlightenment figure and describes how the person was viewed during the period in which they lived. Begin your paper with the person “stepping out” in Western Civilization and a description of the world in which they lived. DO NOT include background filler (birth, upbringing, etc.) Stick to the individual’s moment in time, significant ideas, and subsequent activities. Develop an assessment of the individual’s significance within their period of history. Conclude your paper with a paragraph on the importance of your character in terms of their impact on Western Civilization. Your research should include at least three general references and one recent biography. No more than half of your required sources may from the internet. All of your process work (notes, essay outline, rough draft, good copy, and a formal “Works …” must be included).  

· You must submit your character on _______________________
· You must submit your essay on __________________________
· The salon will take place on ____________________________
The salon will be an authentic experience, meaning that you will be free to move about the room and encouraged to mingle with your fellow guests to exchange ideas about your works and life in the 18th Century. Drinks will be provided. You must bring your own mug to accommodate hot cider and coffee.

